95
Nanja Raja, the Mysore Dalavay, persisted in his
blundering endeavours to obtain possession of Trichino-
poly till about the middle of April, when he left for Seriii-
g-apatam by the positive injunction of his elder brother,
J)eva Raja, on account of a very serious domestic danger.
When he departed, he left the French in possession of the
island of Srirangam, the revenues of which had been for-
mally given up by Nawab Muhammad Ali to the Mysorean.
An expedition had, in the meanwhile, been undertaken
under the command of Col. Heron into the Madura and
Tinnevelly countries, to collect the dues from the poligars.
Heron was helped by the Marava chief of Rainnad with a
body of 3,000 men and several pieces of cannon umdet'his
brother and with a free passage through his country. He
promised to use his influence with the other poligars and
pressed the English to build settlements in his dominions.
This roused the hostility of the rulers of Tan j ore and Pu-
dukottah; and Manoji, the Tan j ore general, who had been
personally affronted by the Marava, raised forces and
threatened to march in to the latter ys country. Under these
circumstances, the English had to pacify the Tan j ore Raja
and the Tondaiman, to break off all negotiations with the .
Marava chief and to insist that he should return all the dis-
tricts that he had taken illegally from the Raja of Tang ore
and from the Nawab.
Heron's expedition to the south was questioned by
the new French Governor, De Leyrit, who had succeeded
Oodeheu, in the last week of March, because it was held to
be a breach of the truce made with G-odehexi, by which the
southern districts were claimed by the French in virtue of
various rights derived from Chanda Sahib and from the
Dalavay of Mysore. The Mysoreans were even suspected
to aim at the rendering of active assistance to the rebellious
poligars against the English. So, early in April, Heron
was ordered to return to Trichinopoly without any delay,
from which he was to send soon afterwards, two detach-
ments to compel the poligars of that district to settle their
accounts. Even when Pier on had received the, orders to
return to TrioMriopoly, he had turned aside, at the request
of Mahfuz Khan, to attack Puli Tevar in his fort, as that
poligar was the only one who had not yet submitted. But
finding that he could not take that place even, with the help